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Theo Hotz, Zurich — ‘- lJt:#:H:]i: -
1979-81 e

District jail in Zirich 7 Ny i
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Dialogue between epochs

The basic idea of the project of up-
grading an existing courtyard by in- e
serting a geometric formal element .
in the place of awkward structures
up on four sides is achieved by i
detaching the new building from
the surrounding old parts. In this
way the more generous dimensions
of the inner court can once again
be experienced. A dialogue of anti-
thetical contrasts is engendered be-
tween buildings each of which _ |
sturdily proclaims the architecture = o
of its era and its primary forms —
the cube and the cylinder.
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Elevation and plan (execution) 2
1:1000 -
Situation (project)
1: 5000
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Theo Hotz, Zurich
1977380

Telephone exchange at
Zurich-Altstetten .

Structure and mass So——— Ty o A

The object was to create a ‘cathe- - = ~=-—-=FJ#—=” L= '"%iilh,_i:mm; r

dral of technology’ to stand out in tlaphons xchange Skl ool : LI G

the monotony of its environs and to <R UL !
mark the edge of the city for road - MR WriaalSu .
users. A dialogue is induced be- S 1107

m—— |

tween sophisticated aesthetics and NI T ] — 4o JalLLam | R
the infrastructure of the traffic - vertcatsupmiy avets W] ] e 10 19011 1 11 , e

-—— e e § . | u e i |
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moloch. Planning and design are e ; | T -
both equally adequate to the task - 3 —— somEgg e B

and succeed Iin unifying inner and Err——— SRR Cin s i
outer space.
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typical telephone exchange
floors 1-5

telephone exchange

cable ducts

air conditioning plant
vertical supply ducts

office zone

main vertical circulation
secondary vertical circulation
escape stairs

instruction and training

10 personnel restaurant
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Elevation and section, plan (1st to
bth floors)
99 1:1200
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This building, with its metallic,
mechanical technoid character
(aluminium), received the

R.S. Reynolds Memorial Award,
101 Washington 1979




